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parading the country roads at night was sufficient
to reduce the blacks to good behavior for weeks or
months. One silent Ghoul posted near a meeting
place of the League would be the cause of the im-
mediate dissolution of that club. Cow bones in
a sack were rattled within earshot of the terrified
negroes. A horrible being, fifteen feet tall, walk-
ing through the night toward a place of congrega-
tion, was very likely to find that every one had
vacated the place before he arrived. A few figures
wrapped in sheets and sitting on tombstones in a
graveyard near which negroes were accustomed to
pass would serve to keep the immediate community
quiet for weeks and give the locality a reputation
for "hants" which lasted long.

To prevent detection on parade, members of the
Klan often stayed out of the parade in their own
town and were to be seen freely and conspicuously
mingling with the spectators. A man who believed
that he knew every horse in the vicinity and was
sure that he would be able to identify the riders by
their horses was greatly surprised upon lifting the
disguise of the horse nearest him to find the animal
upon which he himself had ridden into town a short
while before. The parades were always silent and
so arranged as to give the impression of very large